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Why did the chicken cross the road?

Some quotes: 

Georg Lukács: “[There was a] ‘legendary critic’ in India who was confronted with the ancient story according to which the world rests upon an elephant.  He unleashed the ‘critical’ question: Upon what does the elephant rest?  On receiving the answer that the elephant stands on a tortoise, ‘criticism’ declared itself satisfied” (1968/1971, p. 110).

Ludwig Wittgenstein: “Philosophy has made no progress?  If somebody scratches where it itches, does that count as progress?  If not, does that mean it wasn’t an authentic scratch?  Not an authentic itch?  Couldn’t this response to the stimulus go on for quite a long time until a remedy for itching is found?” (1977, p. 14).

Richard Rorty: “Almost as soon as I began to study philosophy, I was impressed by the way in which philosophical problems appeared, disappeared, or changed shape, as a result of new assumptions or vocabularies” (1979, p xiii)

“…the notion of philosophy as providing ‘foundations’ or ‘justifications’ for the rest of culture, or as adjudicating quaestiones juris about the proper domains of other disciplines [should be dropped]” (1979, p. 394).

“To drop the notion of the philosopher as knowing something about knowing which nobody else knows so well would be to drop the notion that his voice always has an overriding claim on the attention of the other participants in the conversation” (1979, p.392).

What is philosophy about?

Plato: A thought experiment on the constitution of an ideal polis.

Augustine: A self-reflection on the search for Truth.

Descartes: A search for a foundation.

Rousseau: A proposal for an ideal man and woman in an ideal society.

Kuhn: An observation on the sociological structure of scientific activity and discoveries.

Buber: Renewal of the genuine relation/contact with all things.

Two categories: Augustine and Kuhn--analysis of what happened.  Others--a proposal of an ideal.

Are philosophers dreamers?  Perhaps.  Not childish dreams but dreaming the ideals.  A thought stretching beyond the obvious, beyond the way things are, and to the realm of the possible, to what things should be and could be.

Did philosophy solve any problems?

Plato’s problems: the condition and structure of human reality (what really is).

Augustine: the longing for Truth, the desire for the final rest.

Descartes: the Archimedean point at the cost of losing everything else.

Rousseau: the happiness rests on the exercise of freedom and on the revival of the natural man in society.

Kuhn: the problem itself depends on the paradigm the community adopts which in turn solves the problem itself.  

Buber: the alienated relations (I-It) must be overcome by the readiness for authentic I-You relations, no matter how evanescent or fragile the latter is. 

Is there a progress in philosophy?  What do you mean by progress?  Is there a progress in other disciplines (mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, religion, sociology, anthropology, medicine, technology, theology, art, literature, culture, government, history)?  Is there an ultimate reality in the end?  One God, one truth or “One nation under God, indivisible”?

Is truth relative?  What is relativism?  (The individual, collective, historical relativism.)  The dilemma of skepticism.  The dilemma of relativism.  

 “Be a philosopher; but, amidst all your philosophy, be still a man” (David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, §21).

