Why did the chicken cross the road?

Plato:

Because the idea of a chicken is to cross the road in the manner of a chicken.

Augustine:
Because it had a conversion experience.

Descartes:
To overcome the doubt as to whether the world existed on the other side of the road.


Rousseau:
To revive the state of nature in the very act of civility, i.e., crossing the road.

Kuhn:

The chicken had crossed the road one day and had sud​denly expe​rienced a paradigm shift.

Buber:

In saying You, the chicken has decided that it must cross the road.

Kant:

Because its maxim (of crossing the road) could be willed at the same time as a universal law of all chickens.

Levinas:
The chicken crossed the road because it was com​manded by the Other before so choosing.

Derrida:
To welcome the democracy to come.

Heidegger:
The chicken crossed the road resolutely in the face of its own death.

Husserl:
To fulfill its intention.

Aristotle:
It was in its potentiality to do so.

Hobbes:
To wage a war of all chickens against all.

Sartre:

To flee the essence of a chicken.

Kierkegaard:
To sacrifice its own chick in fear and trembling.

Rawls:

The chicken crossed in the veil of igno​rance and fell into a ditch.

Hegel:

It is the spirit of the age!

Marx:

A chicken crossing the road is the symptom of an alienation.  Only an alienated chicken can cross the road.

Feuerback:
The chicken crossed the road in its own image.

Leibniz:

The best of all possible chicken would cross the best of all possible road.

Anselm:

For a chicken, crossing the road is that than which nothing greater can be conceived.

Ricoeur:

A chicken crossing the road is subject to inter​pretation.

Gadamer:

Different horizons can be crossed even for chick​ens.

Habermas:

To deliver its communicative action.

Arendt:

To build its work and to do its deed in the funda​mental chicken-condition.

Phyrrus the Skeptic:




If there was a chicken, how could we know if or if not it crossed or did not cross the road, if there was a road.

Nietzsche:
The Superchicken is beyond having to justify to anyone why he crossed the road.  

Bentham:

The chicken crossed the road because that action produced the greatest good for the greatest number of chickens.

Ayan Rand:
Only the chicken has the right to decide if or if not he will cross the road and to do it for his own satisfaction, not to satisfy the needs or desires of other chickens.

Aquinas:

Every creature seeks its own good.




Chickens are creatures.




Therefore, chickens seek their own good.




But crossing the road is a good.




Therefore, the chicken crosses the road because it is seeking its own good. QED

(Contributors: Chungsoo Lee, Eugene Sweeney)

